Frequently Asked Questions

MasterPel Water-Repellent Admixture System
For Concrete Masonry Walls
Overview

The MasterPel water-repellent admixture system is made up of individually formulated polymeric additives. When used together,
MasterPel water-repellent admixtures create the most effective water-repellent system for masonry projects in the industry. The MasterPel
water-repellent admixture system should be specified whenever water-repellent concrete masonry is desired. The System is able to
improve the quality, value, and overall aesthetics of concrete masonry construction.
Q: What does the MasterPel Water-Repellency System
consist of?
A: The MasterPel Water-Repellency System comprises the use of
a MasterPel integral water-repellent admixture and a MasterPel
integral water-repellent mortar admixture, respectively, in the
concrete masonry units (CMUs) and mortar in masonry walls.
The MasterPel water-repellent admixtures for CMUs are available
in liquid form only, but the MasterPel water-repellent mortar
admixtures are available in both liquid and powder form.
Q: Will the use of the MasterPel Water-Repellency System in
a wall affect the adhesion of a subsequent coating, such as
paint, stucco or anti-graffiti coating?
A: Masonry walls that incorporate the MasterPel Water-Repellency
System can be painted with either latex- or oil-based paints and
can also be sealed with silane/siloxane-based post-applied sealers.
The recommendations of the paint or sealer manufacturer should
be followed to ensure optimum performance. BASF recommends
a trial application to verify compatibility, prior to the application of a
surface coating.

MasterPel Water-Repellent Admixture System
Q: Does BASF offer water-repellent coatings or sealers that could
be applied on masonry walls that incorporate the MasterPel WaterRepellency System?
A. The Construction Systems division of BASF Corporation markets
water-repellent coatings and sealers for concrete masonry. For additional
information, please go to www.buildingsytems.basf.com or contact the
technical support group at (800) 243-6739.

Q: Is the water-repellency and efflorescence control performance
of the MasterPel Water-Repellency System still effective if the
CMUs are split, burnished, polished, or have other surface texture
treatments applied during the manufacturing process?
A: Subsequent splitting or polishing of CMUs should not compromise the
performance of the MasterPel Water-Repellency System. If an unusual
surface texture treatment is required, the masonry manufacturer should
be contacted for guidance. The masonry manufacturer may contact BASF
if necessary.

Q: Some coating contractors use a tube affixed to the wall
(e.g. RILEM) to determine the permeability of masonry and
the application rates of their coatings. Is this test applicable to
evaluate the performance of the MasterPel Water-Repellency
System?
A: The RILEM Tube test method was originally developed for
natural building stones in Europe several years ago. However, some
manufacturers use a modified version of the test to assess the movement
of water through masonry or assess the effectiveness of surface-applied
water repellents.
NCMA’s CMU Water-Repellency Task Group evaluated the RILEM Tube
test method in 2007 and came to the conclusion that the test provides
too much head pressure over a very small test area. Hence, the results
do not properly characterize the water-repellency of CMUs. So, the Task
Group dismissed adoption of the test method for field use.
There are standard test methods available to test the water-repellency
of the masonry walls and CMUs in the laboratory. These include: the
wind-driven rain test on a wall system (ASTM E 514), as well as CMU
tests provided in NCMA TEK 19-7 Characteristics of Concrete Masonry
Units with Integral Water Repellent, and the NCMA Standards. These test
methods should be used to determine the water repellency of masonry,
both in a wall system and in the individual CMU, in the laboratory. Please
be aware that there is not a „pass“ or „fail“ result in these tests, but rather,
an indication of the overall water repellency.
Q: Should MasterPel admixture products be used in the masonry
infill grout if the MasterPel Water-Repellency System is used in a
masonry wall?
A: It is not necessary to use MasterPel in the infill grout. The block
and mortar system has been tested and will perform as required by the
recognized building codes without the grout being treated. However, a
suitable water-reducing admixture (normal, mid-range or high-range) can
be used in the masonry grout to reduce the quantity of water needed to
achieve the required slump. This effectively reduces the amount of water
that could otherwise lead to efflorescence, if in excess.
Q: Does BASF have recommended procedures for cleaning
masonry treated with MasterPel admixtures?
A: BASF recommends following the NCMA guidelines outlined in TEK
8-3A, Control and Removal of Efflorescence, for masonry treated with
MasterPel admixtures.

LIMITED WARRANTY NOTICE

We warrant our products to be of good quality and will replace or, at our discretion, refund the purchase price of any products proved defective. Satisfactory
results depend not only upon quality products, but also upon many factors beyond our control. Therefore, except for such replacement or refund, BASF MAKES
NO WARRANTY OR GUARANTEE, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING WARRANTIES OF FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR MERCHANTABILITY,
RESPECTING ITS PRODUCTS, and BASF shall have no other liability with respect thereto. Any claims regarding product defect must be received in writing within
one (1) year from the date of shipment. User shall determine the suitability of the products for the intended use and assume all risks and liability in connection
therewith. Any authorized change in the printed recommendations concerning the use of our products must bear the signature of the BASF Technical Manager.
This information and all further technical advice are based on BASF’s present knowledge and experience. However, BASF assumes no liability for providing such
information and advice including the extent to which such information and advice may relate to existing third party intellectual property rights, especially patent
rights. BASF SHALL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR CONSEQUENTIAL, INDIRECT OR INCIDENTAL DAMAGES (INCLUDING LOSS OF PROFITS) OF ANY KIND.
BASF reserves the right to make any changes according to technological progress or further developments.
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*Effective January 1, 2014, the names of BASF’s Master Builders Solutions brand products have changed:
Rheopel Plus Water-Repellency System became MasterPel® Water-Repellency System
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